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CONSTITUTION. 

Chu^h' o'f  Chriir *t“  °nU?iVr?hatinihlbe 
foIlow.Dg  ecclesiastical  ordinances  lre« 

PART  FIRST. 

OF  THE  OFFICES. 

The  offices  of  our  Church  are  fourfold,  viz  ; 

2'  Tho  ^ °f]tinist€rs  °f  ihe  Word. 

?•  °£lce  °f  Teachers  of  Theology. 

3.  The  office  of  Elders. 

4.  The  office  of  Deacons, 

CHAPTER  I. 

Of  ministers  of  the  Word. 

■ Person  shall  be  allowed  to  exer- 

cise the  office  of  a minister  who  has  not  been 
previously  recognized  as  a candidate  for  the 

t“£ch  “g  (°  'he  es,ablishe‘1  order  ol 

.A«l  2.-  A candidate  for  the  ministry  is  one. 

Zit.  I??  S.ub,mitt,ed  '»  an  examination  by  the 
proper  ecclesiastical  judicatory,  has  beerf  an- 

proved,  and  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel,  with 
permission  to  accept  a call  from  one  or  more 
congregations.  lore 

. 3-  ^very  such  examination,  shall  be 

>ubl.c,  or  at  least,  open  to  any  member  of  Classia 
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nv  Svnod  who  may  choose  to  attend,  and  shall 
be  made  by  the  Synod,  or  by  that  Class*  under 

whose  care  the  applicant  '0,"^n“dvh'be^egu’ 
logical  studies,  or  with  which  he  may  be  regu 
\X  connected  at  the  time  of  concluding  them  } 
antflhall  embrace  all  the  subjects  taught  in  the 
Theological  Seminary.  Very  particular  at- 
tention shall  also  be  paid  to  his  orthodoxy,  his 
Dietv  and  the  purity  ot  his  intentions  in  seeking 
the  ministry.  The  recorded  report  ot  such  ex- 
animation  shall  simply  state  the  resul . as  sa  is- 
factory  or  unsatisfactory,  without  specifying 
particulars. 

Art  4 The  examination  of  the  applicant 
having  been  sustained,  he  shall  then  be  required 
to  attest  his  adherence  to  the  Qinrch  in  its  doc 
trines  and  discipline,  by  subscribing  the  follow- 
ing formula  in  a book  to  be  provided  and  xept 
for  that  purpose,  viz  : 


l LI  ill*  v w - 7 

«.We,  the  undersigned,  hereby  testify  that  we 
honestlv  and  truly  hold  the  doctrines  of  the 
He^delbergh  Catechism,  to  be  the  doctrines  re- 
veiled  to  Ss  in  the  Bible,  and  promise  moreover 
faithfully  to  preach  and  to  defend  the  same.  W 
also  declare  and  promise,  that  we  will  carefully 
observe  and  compV  with  .U  the  ordmanees  m 
accordance  with  the  word  of  God,  which  are 
now  or  may  be  hereafter  introduced  by  the 
authorities  of  the  Church  ; and  also  that  we  will 
cheerfullv  and  readily  receive  and  submit  to 
ail  their  'admonitions  and  decisions  when  con- 
stitutionally expressed,  so  long  as  we  remain  n 
connexion  with  the  Church. 

The  applicant  whose  examination  has  beetr 
sustained,  shall,  upon  his  subscribing  the  lore- 
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going  formula,  be  entitled  to  a certificate  of  li- 
censure , signed  by  the  presiding  officers  of  the 
judicatory,  before  which  his  examination  was 
held. 

Art.  5.  In  extraordinary  cases  and  for  good 
reasons,  applicants  for  licensure,  may  be  admit- 
ted to  the  ministry,  who  have  not  gone  through 
the  whole  course  of  study  prescribed  for  the 
Theological  Seminary.  But  in  all  such  cases, 
when  the  application  is  made  to  a Classis,  it 
must  be  sustained  by  a unanimous  vote. 

Art.  6.  A licentiate  or  candidate  for  the 
ministry,  is  permitted  only  to  preach  the  word, 
and  may  not,  under  any  circumstances,  admin- 
ister the  Sacraments.  He  has  no  vote  in  Classis, 
nor  can  he  be  appointed  a delegate  to  Synod. 
He  is  moreover,  under  the  care  and  subject  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  particular  Classis  that 
licensed  him,  or  under  whose  supervision  he 
has  been  placed  by  Synod  ; he  must  attend 
its  meetings  and  give  to  it  an  account  of  his 
ministry,  until  he  shall  be  regularly  dismissed 
and  received  into  connexion  by  another. 

Art.  7.  No  licentiate  shall  be  admitted  to  or- 
dination, unless  he  shall  have  been  appointed 
to  a mission,  or  has  a call  from  one  or  more  con- 
gregations, and  no  call  shall  be  valid  unless  the 
congregation  or  charge  from  which  it  proceeds, 
has  been  constituted  a pastoral  station  by  the 
Classis  within  whose  bounds  it  is  situated!!  In 
that  case  the  licentiate  shall  be  examined  and 
ordained  by  the  Synod  or  the  Classis  to  which 
the  station  belongs.  If  however,  it  should  not 
be  situated  within  the  bounds  of  any  Classis, 
then  the  consent  of  the  Synod  must  be  had  to’ 
the  acceptance  ot  the  call ; and  in  every  case  H 
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mu9t  appear  that  the  people  calling  the  minister 
really  and  truly  intend  to  support  and  provide 
for  him  as  their  pastor. 

Art.  8.  No  one  shall  be  admitted  to  ordina- 
tion who  has  not  attained  the  age  of  21  years, 
and  every  one  shall  certainly  accept  the  call  in 
view  of  which  he  applies  to  be  ordained. 

Art.  9.  Licentiates  or  ordained  ministers 
from  ecclesiastical  bodies  in  regular  correspon- 
dence with  Synod,  or  from  those  whose  doc- 
trines harmonize  with  those  of  the  German  Re- 
formed Church,  may  be  received  into  our  con- 
nection by  Classis  or  Synod,  upon  their  present- 
ing a regular  certificate  of  dismission,  and  sub- 
scribing the  formula  prescribed  in  the  case  of 
applicants  for  licensure.  When  an  applicant 
comes  from  a religious  denomination  maintain- 
ing doctrines  different  from  those  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church,  he  shall,  in  addition  to  com- 
plying with  the  above  requisitions,  openly  and 
explicitly  declare  on  his  part,  that  he  has  re- 
nounced such  doctrines  as  contrary  to  the  Holy 
Scriptures  and  the  standards  of  the  German  Re- 
formed Church.  If  there  be  grounds  of  pre- 
sumption against  the  doctrines  and  morals  of 
any  applicant  from  whatever  body  he  may  come, 
it  shall  be  competent  for  the  Classis  or  Synod 
to  propose  such  inquiries  as  shall  enable  them 
to  proceed  with  freedom  in  his  case. 

Art.  10.  All  applicants  for  licensure  and  or- 
dained ministers  from  foreign  countries,  shall 
be  at  least  two  years  in  this  country  besides 
complying  with  the  requisitions  made  of  other 
applicants,  before  they  can  be  admitted  into  full 
and  regular  connexion  either  by  Classis  or 
Bynod.  They  may,  however,  be  permitted  to 
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act  as  supplies  in  congregations  under  the  di- 
rection of  Classis. 

Ministers,  who  come  to  this  country  under 
tne  auspices  or  at  the  direction  of  foreign  ec- 
clesiastical bodies,  with  which  Synod  has  en- 
tered into  arrangements  with  respect  to.  the  in- 
troauction  of  ministers  from  foreign  countries, 
shall  not  be  subject  to  the  above  restrictions, 

duties  of  a minister  of  the 
Word  are  to  continue  in  prayer,  to  preach  the 
word  of  God,  to  administer  the  holy  sacraments, 
and  to  watch  over  the  Elders  and  Deacons,  and 
the  whole  congregation.  It  is  incumbent  upon 
him,  in  conjunction  with  the  Elders,  to  exercise 
ecclesiastical  discipline,  and  to  take  heed  that 
Christian  order  be  maintained  in  all  things.  He 
shall  “be  an  example  to  believers  in  word,  in 
conversation,  in  charity,  in  spirit,  in  faith,  in 
purity.  He  shall  “give  attendance  to  reading, 
to  exhortation,  to  doctrine,1’  not  neglecting  the 
gift  which  is  given  to  him  by  the  laying  on  of 
the  bands  of  the  Presbytery.  He  shall  “medi- 
tate upon  these  things,  giving  himself  wholly  to 
them , that  his  profiting  may  appear  to  all.”  He 
shall  “take  heed  to  himself  and  to  his  doc- 
trine, and  continue  in  these  things,  that  he  may 
save  both  himself  and  them  that  hear  him.”  1 
Tim. 4,  12-16.  1 Tim.  3,  1-7.  2 Tim.  4,  1-5* 
Titus  1,  5-9.  1 Pet.  5,  1-4.  Acts  20,  21. 

Art.  12.  No  licentiate  or  ordained  minister 
without  a charge,  shall  be  permitted  to  go  from 
place  to  place  and  preach  at  his  discretion  with- 
out the  consent  of  Synod  or  Classis;  nor  shall 
any  one  preach  or  perform  ministerial  acts  in 
the  congregation  of  a brother  without  his  con- 
sent. He  is  permitted  to  visit  and  preach  at  his 
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discretion  only  in  such  vacant  congregations  as 
may  tender  him  an  invitation  to  that  .effect 
through  the  properly  constituted  authorities. 

Art.  13.  A minister  who  is  compelled  by 
age  or  infirmity  to  retire  from  the  service  of  his 
charge,  still  retains  a seat  and  vote  in  his  Classis, 
and  the  right  to  perform  ministerial  acts  when 
requested  so  to  do,  yet  so  as  not  to  conflict  with 
the  provisions  of  the  previous  article. 

Art.  14.  A minister  of  the  word,  once  law- 
fully called  to  his  office,  is  bound  to  continue  in 
the  service  of  the  sanctuary  as  long  as  he  lives. 
He  is  therefore  not  permitted  to  devote  himself 
to  a secular  vocation,  unless  there  be  causes  of 
very  particular  importance  for  so  doing  concern- 
ing which  Classis  shall  be  the  judge.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  officers  appointed  for  the  purpose  by 
the  congregation,  to  obtain  a sufficient  provi- 
sion for  his  support.  Our  Lord  has  said,  “the 
laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire,55  and  with  this 
most  equitable  sentiment  the  established  rule  is 
in  perfect  unison,  “They  who  preach  the  gos- 
pel shall  live  by  the  gospel,5’  Luke  10,  7.  1 Cor. 
9,  14.  St.  Paul,  therefore,  zealously  maintains 
that  both  he  and  the  other  apostles,  and  the  min- 
isters of  the  Christian  Church  in  general,  have 
an  incontestable  light  to  be  supplied  with  ail 
necessary  things  bv  those  whom  they  serve,  1 
Cor.  9.  1-14.  2 Tim.  5.  17, 18  ; and  he  exhorts 
the  Galatians  with  much  earnestness  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  liberality  toward  their  teachers,  Gal. 
6.  6-9.  ft  is  manifest  from  the  texts  referred  to 
in  Art.  11,  that  the  duties  of  a Christian  minis- 
ter are  of  such  a nature,  and  so  various,  that 
they  not  only  demand  all  his  time  and  strength, 
but  must  possess  his  undivided  a fleet  ions,,  and 
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do  not  suffer  him  to  distract  his  mind  with  the 
cares  of  subsistence.  It  is  therefore,  as  much 
the  duty  oi  members  of  the  Church  to  place  their 
minister  above  disturbing  want  as  it  is  his  duty 

to  preach  the  gospel  to  them. 

chapter'  ir. 

Of  Teachers  of  Theology. 

Art,  1.  It  is  the  duty  of  Teachers  of  Theolo* 
gy  to  explain  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  to  defend 
the  pure  doctrine  of  the  gospel  against  errors  : 
but  chiefly  to  instruct  theological  students,  and 
to  prepare  them  suitably  for  the  office  of  teachers 
in  the  Church.  Their  principal  aim  shall  be  to 
make  the  students  well  acquainted  with  the 
Holy  Scriptures  ; to  teaeh  them  how  to  ascer- 
tain the  true  sense  of  the  sacred  text,  and  to  pro- 
pound  it  perspicuously  and  impressively  in  their 
ministrations,  in  which  service,  they  are  requir- 
' to  provide,  in  their  different  departments  for 
he  instruction  ot  the  students  in  Ecclesiastical 

nint0ry^I?idaCJUc-  Theol°gy»  Church  Govern- 
Rent,  and  the  duties  of  the  Pastoral  office,  as 
veil  as  in  the  Interpretation  of  the  Scriptures  ; 
oat  they  may  experience  the  power  of  eodli- 
iess  in  themselves,  and  be  in  ail  things  exam- 
>!es  to  the  flock.  B 

Art.  2.  As  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance, 
hat  the  Professors  of  Theology  be  sound  in 
he  taitb,  have  the  requisite  ability  to  teach 
nd  possess  the  confidence  of  the  Church,  they 
had,  for  the  greater  security,  always  be  chosen 
y a majority  of  the  votes  of  the  Sj  nod.  One 
r moie  candidates  shall  be  nominated,  and  the 
ynod  shall  thereupon  anncfint  the  dav  of  dee- 
on. 
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Art.  3.  A professor  continues  in  office  dur-  ji 
Ing  his  life,  unless  he  should  fall  into  hetero-  i 
doxy  or  vice,  or  become  disqualified  for  the  du- 
ties of  his  office  by  infirmities.  In  such  cases 
the  Synod  shall  institute  an  investigation,  and, 
after  mature  inquiry  and  attention  to  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  decide  as  the  honor  of 
religion,  the  welfare  of  the  Church,  and  justice 
toward  the  professor  shall  require.  When  a! 
professor,  having  spent  his  best  days  in  this  ! 
office,  is  rendered  incapable  of  further  service 
by  infirmities,  he  shall  not  be  removed  without 
having  such  a provision  for  his  support  as  his 
necessities  may  require,  and  the  Synod  shall  be 
able  to  make. 

When  a Professor  wishes  to  resign  his  office, 
he  shall  give  notice  thereof  to  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Visitors  six  months  previous  to  his 
resignation. 

Art.  4.  No  person  can  be  elected  a professor, 
who  does  not  profess  the  doctrine  ot  the  German 
Reformed  Church. 

Art.  5.  At  his  inauguration,  a professor  elect 
shall  solemnly  affirm  the  following  declaration, 
as  by  an  oath,  in  the  presence  of  God,  in  a pub- 
lic assembly  : 

“Vou,  N.  N.,  professor  elect  of  the  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  of  the  German  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States,  acknowledge  sincerely  be- 
fore God  and  this  assembly,  that  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures of  the  Old  and  Newr  Testament,  which 
are  called  the  canonical  scriptures,  are  genuine, 
authentic,  inspired,  and  therefore  divine  scrip- 
tures ; that  they  contain  all  things  which  relate 
to  the  faith,  the  practice  and  the  hope  of  the 
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righteous  and  are  the  only  rule  of  faith  and 

Znllv  l,o  'heH?hUrCh  01  G°d  ! ">a<  c„„ase! 
quently,  no  traditions,  as  they  are  called  and 

r=rvetoe.rC1IUSi,:",,0f  reasm-  »« c5S. 

10  the. clear  testimony  of  these  Scriptures 
can  be  received  as  rules  of  faith  or  of  life1  You 

cd1n°the  Hes fr!her’  ,lle  doctrine contain, 
fine  of  .!,»  H 1 6?h  °atechism-  is  ‘he  doc 
ore  hlr.  H jy  b.cnP,ure«.  and  must,  there, 
ore,  be  received  as  in  accordance  with  divine-1* 

!;  ™'a'ed  ‘™">-  You  declare  sincerely,  (hat 
, ^0U  are  9h°u‘  (°  assume,  you  will 

? {e.le  inviolable  divine  authority  of  the  Holv 
scriptures,  and  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  con- 

n vnnIn-thf  He.ldHber^h  Ca'echism,  the  basis  of 

'UnTlhVi tlons,and  iai-h fully  maintain  and 

s well  « in  ’ ln  >:our  Poaching  and  writing, 

nallv  fha?  J°Ur  ,"ftructions;  you  declare, 
naJlv,  that  you  will  labor,  according  to  the 

ibe  d^iWhlM  G°d  may  grant  to  you’  W°at>  with 
ie  divine  blessing,  the  students  intrusted  to 

our  care  may  become  enlightened,  pious 

iithful  and  zealous  ministers  of  the  gospel^  who 

lali  be  sound  in  the  faith.”  8 H 


chapter  m. 

Of  the  Elders  and  Deacoas. 

Art.  1.  The  office  of  the  elders,  besides  what 
common  to  them  with  the  minister  of  the 
nr, I (sc  Art.  11  Chap.  I.)  is,  ,0  lake  heed 
at  the  ministers,  together  with  (heir  fellow 
Jers  and  the  deacons,  faithfully  discharge  their 
.pccl.vedut.es  They  shall  aid  in  visiting  ti  e 
dr,  and  contribute  according  to  their  ability 
the  instruction,  improvement,  and  consola- 
,n  of  the  members.  In  the  time  of  the  A nos- 
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ties,  the  spiritual  guides  of  the  churches  were 
called,  indisciminately  elders  and  bishops,  or 
overseers.  See  Acts  20.  15,  compared  with  v^rse 

28.  Titus  1.  5,  compared  with  verse  7.  1 Pet.  ; 

5.  i_4.  These  spiritual  guides  did  not  all  labor 
in  the  word  and  doctrine  ; that  is,  all  were  not 
properly  preachers  of  the  word,  1 Tim.  6.  7, 
but  it  was  the  duty  of  all  to  watch  over  and  to 
feed  the  flock.  See  1 Peter  5.  1-4.  Acts  20, 
17-31.  Those  who  did  not  labor  rn  the  word 
and  doctrine,  were  employed  in  matters  of  dis- 1 
cipline,  and  in  visiting  the  sick,  James  5.  14, | 
15,  and  assisted  in  the  public  worship  of  the  j 
Church.  All  the  duties  of  a minister  of  the 
word,  except  that  of  laboring  in  the  word  and 
doctrine,  are  incumbent  also  upon  the  elders. 

From  what  is  said  above,  the  importance  and 
sacredness  of  the  office  of  an  elder  appears. 
None  ought  to  be  elected  to  this  office  who 
are  not  in  full  communion  with  the  Chuich  and 
cordially  devoted  to  the  service  of  God.  II 
is,  therefore,  a grievous  offence  to  God,  when 
this  office  is  intrusted  to  men  who  are  char* 
acterized  by  levity  ; especially  when  the  ob' 
ject  is  to  secure  some  earthly  interest. 

Art.  2.  The  office  ot  the  deacons  is  to  cof 
lect  the  alms  and  other  contributions  which  arc 
designed  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  or  the  neces 
sities  of  the  congregation  ; to  distribute  th( 
alms  willingly  and  conscientously  ; and  to  pro 
vide  for  the  support  of  the  ministry  of  the  gos 
pel.  The  deacons,  as  well  as  elders,  must  b< 
exemplary  in  faith  and  practice,  that  the  cofF 
gregation  may  be  edified  by  their  example.  I 
this  account,  light-minded  men  ought  not  to  bi 
appointed  to  this  office.  See  Acts  6.  1-6*  .jj 
Tim.  3.  8-13. 


h Ao  fhe  elders  and  beacons  are  elected 

Thpu  !f  C°hgregati°ns  b'V  a raaj°ntv  of  votes 
1 hey  may  be  re-elected  after  the  ekpiratLn  of 

ejr  terms,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  congregation 

the  con“re^rf  thes.?  °mcer3  is  detefmiS# 
forP  fh/  ,0n  aS  lt  ^ think  proper.  Be- 
they  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  offices 

PraLraaendPUb,iC!^and  S°'emn,>'  installed  by 
prayer  and  imposition  of  hands,  aireeablv  to  thi 

constant  practice  of  the  Church  inThe  apoitoL 


part  second. 

of  ecclesiastical  juricatories, 

CHAPTER  r. 

Of  Ecclesiastical  Judicatories  in  general. 

Art.  1.  Ihe  Ecclesiastical  Judicatories  are 
three  in  number,  viz  : uuioaiones  are 

1.  The  Consistory. 

2.  The  Classis. 

3.  The  Synod. 

’aifepTnni  Tb®se  judicatories  shall  take  cogni- 
.ance  only  of  ecclesiastical  matters.  Their 
Owens  wholly  spiritual.  They  possess  the 

W °/ irin.S  obedience  t0  the  laws  of 
I dfn  ??  °f  Pumshin?  the  disobedient  by  ex- 

rfdnn?  hhe*T  fr°“  the  Privile^  of  the  Church, 
t not  b^  the  infliction  of  any  civil  penalties. 

Art.  3.  A higher  judicatory  shall  have  pow- 

1°??  on  >7  111  cases  that  could  not  be  deter- 
lined  by  a lower,  or  in  things  that  appeitain  to 
ie  general  interest  of  the  churches  o?  con-re- 
ations  which  it  represents,  unless  it  can  be 
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shown  that  the  lower  have  neglected  their  duty* 
A Ciassis  has  the  same  jurisdiction  over  a Con- 
sistory which  the  Synod  has  over  a Ciassis. 

Art.  4.  Every  judicatory  shall  have  a Presi- 
dent and  Secretary.  It  is  incumbent  on  the 
President  to  state  and  explain  the  business  to 
be  transacted,  to  maintain  order  and  see  that  the 
constitution  be  not  violated.  The  duty  of  the 
Secretary  is  to  keep  a faithful  record  of  all  the 
resolutions  and  other  important  proceedings  of 
the  judicatory. 

Art.  5.  The  business  of  all  ecclesiastical 
judicatories  shall  be  opened  and  closed  with 
prayer. 

Art.  6.  Those  who  are  delegated  to  any  ec. 
clesiastical  judicatory  must  be  punctual  in  their 
attendance  upon  its  meetings.  It  is  the  duty 
of  the  congregations  they  represent  respective- 
ly to  supply  the  requisite  means  for  this  object. 
Before  the  delegates  can  be  admitted  to  a seat 
and  vote,  they  must  first  produce  their  creden- 
tials signed  by  the  proper  authorities.  Dele- 
gates from  other  denominations  in  fraternal  cor- 
respondence with  our  Synod  have  a seat  but  no 
vote. 

Art.  7.  Any  person  who  thinks  himself  ag- 
grieved by  the  decision  of  a lower  judicatory 
has  the  right  of  appeal  to  a higher,  and  any 
Consistory  or  Classi3  esteeming  itself  in  like 
manner  aggrieved,  shall  enjoy  the  same  privi- 
lege ; but  in  such  case  the  appeal  must  be  made 
by  the  judicatory  as  such  when  regularly  con- 
vened, and  not  by  individuals  belonging  to  it  ; 
and  whatever  is  concluded  in  the  highest  judi- 
catory by  a majority  of  votes  shall  be  consider- 
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ed  valid  and  binding1,  until  shown  tn  ho  , 

'o  lh*  word  of  God  aniTiTTonsTfuVoT^ 

Consistory  to  afs^oTT'  aPnP,ealinf?  flom  (lle 
within  ten  days  after  its  rhinl  lPte.ntJon’  and 

ap;xntl  t 5 

be  admitted^efore  a suDeri^rS-e  ?f  8ppeal’  shall 

was  not  brought  before  ihe  ^.Judlcat0O’  which 
ho  consent  of  bolh partes  f f'T  eXcef‘  ^ 
‘rise  which  is  likely  InaterialJtn  » e','dence 
'act  of , he  case,  it  mu  “be  seif  back  (o' 
r judicatory  for  a new  invest!  TTon 

• £‘V ' *b.T.»“fr.7  aefr„!e°„fcean  SI 

».n  » ftrc.  reversed  by  aTigbeTcoinT 
)tol  m ihV  “7  '"ember  or  members  who  have 
mceive  a^crin°r,'.,y  in  8 decision  which  they 
the  interestTgof“reCl“^tUii°na“Pth8flurd> 
rsons  being  members  ol The  Ch.Tcb!  sS  bT 
iudicot  ° ckarry  UP  such  a decision  to  a high- 
,Ta  Ti  T y Way  0f  for  tbeirlx- 

m the  reasons  "«•«”' 
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Aut.  12.  Members  of  judicatories  who  have 
Voted  in  the  lower  court  upon  a case  ot  appea 
or  complaint,  shall  not  b«  allowed  to  vote  on 
anv  question  connected  with  the  appeal  or  com 
plaint  in  either  of  the  higher  courts. 

Art  13  When  a sentence  of  any  other  act 
of  an  interior  judicatory  is  reversed,  if  they  ap- 
pear to  have  proceeded  according  to  the  best  of 
their  judgment  and  with  proper  mohves,  they 
incur  no  censure  from  the  higher.  But if  it  be 
found  that  they  have  acted  corrupted ly  or  inten- 
tionally erred,  they  shall  be  dealt  with  as  the 

nature  of  the  case  may  require, 

Art.  14.  No  member  of  an  ecclesiastical  as- 
sembly shall  be  allowed  to  enter  a protest 
against  any  of  its  acts;  any  member  who  dis- 
sents from  any  such  acts,  shall  have  a right  to 
requite  the  names  of  all  the  members  Prese®*» 
who  vote  for  or  against  the  same,  to  be * enter  d 
in  the  minutes,  and  published  therewith  for  the 

information  ot  all  concerned.  ,. 

Art.  15.  In  order  to  prevent  vexation  and 
delay  in  the  judicial  proceedings  of  any  eccles- 
iastical assembly  by  means  of  successive  ap- 
peals in  the  progress  of  any  trial  or  ,n^h^ 
tion,  the  party  who  may  consider  himself  ag- 
grieved by  any  decision,  upon  any  incidenta 
question  which  may  arise  before  a final  sentenc 
is  pronounced,  may  state  his  objections  to  sue! 
decision,  and  Jequfre  to  have  the  same  noted  ,r 
the  minutes  of  the  proceedings,  to  the  end  tna 
he  may  avail  himself  thereof  on  an  appeal  fron 
the  final  sentence,  without  arresting  the  prog  res. 
of  such  investigation  or  trial.  And 
cases  every  decision  objected  to,  as  well  as  th 
objections,  shall  be  distinctly  stated  in  th* 
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minutes  of  such  assembly  and  sent  up  wi'h  the 
appeal  to  the  appellate  judicatory  for'Ieview 

d^i'nlL  rt./i 1°  seat^in 

vS^srsiastiea,judicaiori-’ « ■■■«*• 


CHAPTER  ir. 

Of  Ecclesiastical  Judicatories  in  par- 
ticular* 

SECTION  I. 

Of  the  Consistory. 

Art.  1.  In  every  congregation,  the  minister 

ZT1S[er^[^y  haVe  any'  or  more  fhan  °"e, 

i 0e.her  with  the  elders  and  deacons  as  the  rep- 
’esenlauves  of  the  people,  shall  constitute  the 
L/onsistGry,  or  Ecclesiastical  council,  and  shall 
3ave  an  equal  right  to  speak  and  r ote  upon  alt 
[uestions  coming  before  them  as  such.  ’ They 
Day,  at  their  discretion,  admit  as  counsellors 
nose  wno  nave  previously  served  with  accep- 
mce  as  elders  in  the  congregation. 

Art.  2.  To  the  Consistory  as  such  belongs 
ie  choice  ot  delegates  to  represent  it  in  the 
igner  judicatories  of  the  Church,  and  the 
tanagement  and  control  of  the  temporal  con- 
lrns  of  the  congregation.  In  the  caliino-  0f  a 
nnister,  the  judging  of  a minister  or  other 
iicersofthe  Church,  the  purchase  or  sale  of 
operty,  the  Consistory  can  determine  nothin** 
inclusively  without  the.  consent  of  a majority 
the  congregation  present.  Ail  matters  of 
is  kind  must  first  be  investigated  and  deter- 
med  by  the  Consistory,  and  then  be  submitted 

2* 
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for  final  decision  to  the  congregation,  a meeting 
of  which  shall  be  called  for  the  purpose  by  the 
Consistory,  on  some  suitable  day. 

The  spiritual  concerns  and  government  of  the 
congregation  are.  however,  committed  exclu- 
sively to  the  ministers  and  elders,  and  those 
who  may  have  been  admitted  as  counsellors.  It 
is  particularly  their  duty  to  watch  over  the  con- 
gregation, to  guard  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  and 
to  maintain  a strict  and  wholesome  discipline 
in  the  Church.  They  alone  have  the  power  to 

admit  members  to  lull  communion,  and  to  ex- 
clude them  from  it,  when  they  err  from  the  faith 
or  ofiend  in  their  morals.  It  is  their  duty  at  ail 
times  to  be  vigilant  and  faithful  in  promoting 
the  peace  ana  spiritual  welfare  of  the  congre- 
gation ; and  particularly  before  the  celebration 
of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  they  shall  diligently  en- 
quire whether  any  member  ol  the  Cnurch  has 
departed  from  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  in  iaith, 
or  oractice,  that  such  as  are  guilty  may  be  dealt 
with  as  the  case  may  require  ; and  in  case  the 
Elders  neglect  this  duty,  the  minister,  or  minis- 
ter may  exercise  the  authority  they  possess  to 
act  alone. 

Art.  3.  When  convened  and  acting  as  a 
spiritual  'council,  the  officiating  minister,  if 
there  be  but  one,  shall  be  President  of  the 
Consistory.  If  there  be  a plurality  of  ministers, 
they  shall  preside  in  turn.  If  neither  be  pres- 
ent, an  elder  may  be  chosen  for  the  time  being. 
When  assembled  as  a legal  corporation  under 
the  sanction  of  a Charter,  the  Consistory  will 
consult  its  provisions  in  the  choice  of  its  offi- 
cers and  other  proceedings. 

Art.  4.  The'  minister,  or  ministers  may  at 
gny  time  upon  his  or  their  responsibility,  con- 
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do”.  aUhe  trltta  5pi,iloal  ““»<=»•  and  skM 
number , L7  "ZL  T^l  lwo  01  ‘b-ir 
haring  received  '1  leact'fh16, e?  a maj°r>>y  (all 
be  a quorum  to  do  bus® ness  ^ "°'iCe)  Sha,‘ 

all  ocJ^fonIL0stTfe'°and0|i!,’  aS  far  “S  PossibIe- 

ofa  minister  to » t J ,nd,  dTs,on  ">  the  calling 

shall  in  no  case  be  between  luvT’  1,10  election 
dates  at  a timp  n en,  vvo  cr  ^ore  candi* 

proposed  by ‘the  C^nsLorv^p6  °D,y  sha!1  be 
ediy  when  the  char™  ™ f C°nsis{ories  unit- 
con-re  o-afLn anH  1S\S  °f  more  than  °ne 

Posed  St  before  a «e«nd  “n'SlJL*’-  ^ diS‘ 

^emtnistVX 

iDABTlle  firm |ErescVbed  by  Syd„od°UI  aCC°rii' 
A.RT  7 vnhe  br  DOt  coram«»icants. 

~g&ssss.'®s& 

■ non.  Without  ine  consent  of  Ciassis. 

SECTION  II. 

Of  the  Ciassis. 

Art.  1.  A Ciassis  consists  of  all  Uia  * * 
lets  and  .he  delegated  elders  °J  me ‘congr'egP 
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KdVa^al«  and  as  many  ordained 

mi!iS!fr2  The  congregation  or  congregations 
Art.  2-  f charge  are  represented  by 

composing  a pastor  .jv  -ipnnted  bv  them, 
their  minister  and  an  elder  deputea 

and  furnished  with  P[°Per '[*fsteis,  j't  shall  be 

“SS1 "by1 TsetWand  o“ ‘elder’.  A vacant 

pastoral  JS’prtachCTS^nd  deputed 

V0‘ A rt  4.  In  the  annual  classical  assem- 
blies alter  the  usual  standing  Committees  sh 

" t Z^n  answer  m ^ 

Pio„"sd  asa«hen8pWreside„*  may  ask.  among 
W*isOS  JVre  ‘the^doctrines‘of  the  Gospel"  preach- 

C 2UndV  Are  the  catechising  of  the  children 
znu.)  a vnnttfahd  the  introduction 

^Sof,!m  <?h"ithii>ily  attended 

to  in  accord  nee  with  the  provismnsof  ^he 

Constitution  fi  the  Geiman  e - > 

3 rd.)  Is  faraiy  visitation  faithfully  performed  . 
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„ i*  -*S  tbe  to  be  observed  before  the 
celebi^tmn  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  as  prescribed 

LArnn?l.SeC‘  1c  Chap*  2-  Part  Second,  Of 
tended  to  ? U1°n  °f  °Ur  Church*  carefully  at- 

. J3  the  temporal  contract  between  min- 
ister  and  people  fulfilled  in  your  congregation  ? 

From  the  information  thus  obtained,  the  com- 
mittee appointed  for  the  purpose  shall  prepare 
a repo 1 1 on  the  state  of  religion  and  morals  with- 
in";6, a^!Cal  -precinct  t0  be  ,aid  before  the 
ajnod.  The  minutes  of  the  preceding  year  are 
then  read,  and  the  unfinished  business  occuring 
in  them  is  taken  up.  After  this,  any  other  busi- 
ness  is  transacted  ; and  finally  the  Classis  ap- 
points  delegates  to  represent  it  in  the  next  en- 
sumg  meeting  of  the  Synod.  The  meeting  of 
the  Classis  shall  commence  with  a sermon,  ap 
propnate  to  the  occasion,  to  be  preached  by  \hl 
President  of  the  preceding  year,  and  in  case  or 
his  absence,  by  a minister  appointed  by  Classis 

Art.  5.  A Classis  consisting  of  three,  and 
not  more  than  six  ministers,  can  be  represented 
in  bynod  by  one  minister  and  one  elder.  A 
Uassis  consisting  of  seven  and  not  more  than 
twelve  ministers,  is  entitled  to  two  clerical  and 
two  lay  delegates.  One  consisting  of  thirteen 
and  not  more  than  eighteen  ministers,  may  be 
represented  by  three  clerical  and  three  lay  d’ele- 
?ates  ; and  in  the  same  proportion  for  any  lar- 
ger number.  Each  Classis  shall  piovide  for  the 
payment  of  the  travelling  expenses  of  its  dele- 
gates to  Synod. 

Art.  6.  A Classis  shall  have  power  to  license 
ud  ordain  candidates  for  the  ministry  within 
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the  restrictions  laid  down  in  Chapter  t.  Part 
First  of  this  Constitution  ; to  instal ; to  grant 
dismission  to  a minister  in  their  connexion  who 
is  called  elsewhere  ; to  depose,  or  otherwise  to 
punish,  according  to  his  desert,  a member  ot 
their  own  body; ‘and  to  reinstate  a minister, 
whom  they  have  suspended  or  deposed,  when 
infallible  evidence  of  his  reformation  appears. 
They  take  cognizance  of  whatever  concerns  tne 
welfare  of  the  congregations  committed  to  their 
'care,  and  which  does  not  come  within  the  pow- 
ers of  a Consistory.  They  decide  cases  which 
are  brought  before  them  by  appeal  trona  Con- 
sistories, as  well  as  all  cases  respecting  ei  er 
ministers  or  congregations,  which  may  atise 
within  their  jurisdiction,  and  are  regularly 
brought  before  them  ; such  as,  the  forming  o 
new  congregations  ; the  determining  o 
boundaries,  when  they  are  contested  ; the  de- 
cision of  controversies  between  existing  congre- 
gations ; and  the  forming  or  dissolving  ot  con- 
nexions, as  may  be  requested,  or  the  Classis 
- may  deem  expedient. 


er,  it  suaii  uc  ouui.ii.. — — ~J:  \ i , 
but  a call  shall  never  be  rejected  unless  there 
be  strong  reasons  for  so  doing,  neither  shall  any 
minister^  resign  his  charge  or  any  part  ot  it 
without  the  permission  ot  Classis. 

Art.  8.  No  minister  can  be  received  by 


Art  7.  Before  a call  is  accepted  by  a preach- 
• it  shall  be  submitted  to  Synod  or  Classis 


ART.  O,  minion.  a A n n 

another  Classis,  until  he  shall  have  produced  an 
honorable  dismission  from  the  Classis  to  which 


nonoiauic  . . ..  .. 

he  last  belonged;  and  in  no  case  shall  the  re- 
ception of  a licentiate,  or  ot  an  ordained  minis- 
ter from  another  denomination  by  a Classis,  be 
final;  until  it  shall  have  obtained  the  sanction  ot 


r3r'0u-  A miQ15ler  dismissed  by  a Ciassis  con- 
imues  amenable  to  it  until  he  is  received  Into 
connexion  by  the  body  to  which  he  is  dismiss- 
ed , and  no  Ciassis  shall  refuse  to  receive  into 


. ’ iu  receive  into 

s connexion  a minister  honorably  dismissed  to 
u by  anotner..  except  there  be  manifest  grounds 


„c~u-  “**-*'-  Luiiuut;!:!.  grounds 

r objection  against  bis  doctrines  or  morals,  in 
which  case  the  certificate  of  dismission  shall  be 
returned  to  the  Ciassis  from  which  it  was  ob- 
tained, accompanied  with  a specific  statement 
cf  the  grounds  cf  objection,  uoon  which  an  in- 
vestigation shall  be  instituted  in  the  same  man- 
ner  as^n  the  case  of  regular  process  against  an 
indivmual,  the  ciassis  refusing  to  receive  him 
being  regarded  as  the  accuser. 

Art.  9.  Three  ministers  and  two  elders,  remi- 
-^convened  at  the  time  and  place  appointed 
for  the  meeting  of  Ciassis,  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Aki  lo.  Each  Ciassis  shall  meet  annually 
at  such  time  and  place  as  it  may  choose  to  ap- 
point. Ihe  pastor  of  the  place,  where  the 
meeting  is  held,  shall  procure  places  for  all  its 
members,  both  ministers  and  elders,  where  they 
may  be  provided  for  without  charge,  during  the 
continuance  of  its  sessions,  and  furnish0  the 
tAassis  with  a copy  of  the  Minutes  of  Synod  of 
the  preceding  year. 

Art.  11.  Ifany  minister  absent  himself  from 
the  meetings  or  Ciassis  three  years  in  succession 
witaout  sufficient  reason  or  transmitting  a writ- 
ten apology,  from  selfishness  or  disrespect  to 
.he  body,  his  name  shall  be  stricken  from  the 
list  ct  its  members,  which  act  shall  be  equiva- 

.ent  to  a suspension  from  the  functions  of  the 
ministry. 
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Art.  12.  Whenever  the  confirming  of  a call, 
dissolving  of  a pastoral  connexion,  or  any  other 
business  which  could  not  be  done  at  an  ordina- 
ry meeting  shall  make  a special  meeting  ot  the 
Classis  necessary,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
President  to  call  one  by  a circular  addressee  to 
the  members,  at  least  two  weeks  before  the 
meeting  takes  place.  Whenever  two  ministers 
and  two  elders,  being  members  of  the  Classis, 
shall  in  writing  subscribed  with  their  names, 
express  their  desire  tor  a special  meeting,  the 
President  shall  not  refuse  to  call  one.  Provided, 
that  the  expense  attending  such  meeting  be 
borne  by  the  person  or  the  congrega'ion  on 
whose  account,  or  (or'whose  benefit,  it  is  called. 
In  such  meeting,  that  business  only  which  oc- 
casioned it,  shall  be  transacted.  In  case  of  the 
death  of  the  President  or  ot  his  removal  from 
the  bounds  of  the  Classis,  or  the  business  occa- 
sioning the  meeting  of  the  Classis  implicates 
the  President  himself,  the  power  of  calling  a 
special  meeting  is  vested  in  the  Secretary.  If 
the  same  contingencies  should  also  exist  with 
regard  to  the  Secretary,  thendhe  two  ministers 
and  two  elders  making  the  request,  shall  be 
authorized  to  call  the  meeting  themselves. 

Art.  13.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  Classis  an- 
nually to  transmit  to  the  Synod,  by  its  delegates, 
a cony  of  the  minutes  of  its  last  stated  meeting, 
and  also  of  its  special  meetings,  it  such  have 
taken  place.  At  the  same  time  every  Classis 
shall  transmit  a statement  of  the  number  of 
its  preachers,  congregations,  schools,  Sabbath 
schools,  ar:d  communicants  and  of  the  number 
of  baptisms,  confirmations,  and  deaths,  which 
have  taken  place  within  its  bounds  ; and,  to  the 
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shalj  hp  thh  hC  3 may  b9  enabjed  50  <0  do  it 
e dir  r A d“?  01  ever^  Poacher,  and  of  every 
elder  representing  a vacant  congregation  m 
com in unicate  to  fhp  p * ; . • ° gation,  *o 

in  rr\?  ne  Llassis  his  own  statement 

th  nJ>‘  ^ hese  statements  shalj  distinguish 
tied  ^™ber  0f  COnf:'“‘d  persons  who  aleS 
comm  C0m|cune>  and  the  number  of  actual 
communicants.  It  is  the  duty  of  each  ClassL 
to  note  in  its  minutes  how  many  conies  of  ih! 

mmutes  of  Synod  its  members  wish  to  have  sent 
to  them  and  in  what  language.  1 

SECTION  IU. 

Gf  the  Synod. 

Church'  represents  (he  whole 

la  t resort  In  . ,1  g leSt  Ju‘ ica,°ry  and  the 
sf/tm  all  cases  respecting-  the  cove™ 

rnent,  the  peace,  and  the  unity  of  the  Church  * 

It  IS  composed  of  the  ministers  and  elders  wmt 
re  delegated  by  their  respective  Classes  end 
furnished  with  evident  nF  ih„;  . ’ ana 

It  bears  the  t.Me o of  Tr^ 

[ielorined  Church  in  the  United  States.*^  ““ 

Art.  2.  The  Synod  alone  has  the  right  tn 
ppoint  professors  of  theology  to  call  thf m ! 

ccoun,  (or  their  doctrine  „r^„ner  of  We  “and 

a admonish,  suspend  or  disrmss  them  fthev 

realment*.  pr°Ve^  S°‘^  a fau,t 

1 he  Synod  has  the  power  to  correspond  with 
ther  reI,8,0us  denominations;  to Examine 
cense  and  ordain  to  the  office  of  the  S 

lassesenetoa"iv  de,'erm",e  °PPea|s  from  the 
asses  , to  give  advice  in  a case  referred  to  it 

7 a Ci3SSI3’  and  when  requested  by  the  Classic 


to  determine  such  case,  anu  to  call  a S^eiai 
Convention  of  Synod  whenever  it  may  bx.  deem 
ed  expedient,  which  Convention,  however,  shall 
exercise  no  other  powers  than  those  possessed 
by  the  Delegated  Synod. 

The  Synod  alone  governs  the  Theological 
Seminary  and  gives  the  ultimate  decision  of  all 
questions  respecting  Christian  doctrine  or  dis- 
cipline. 

The  Synod  reviews  the  proceedings  of  the 
Classes,  and  approves  or  censures  them  With 
the  constitutional  concurrence  ot  the  Classes,  it 
enacts  all  ordinances  which  are  binding  upon 
the  whole  Church.  It  establishes  new  Classes, 
and  determines  their  boundaries  ; changes  the 
boundaries  of  existing  Classes  ; and  determines 
all  controversies  between  one  Ciassis  ant.  anoth- 
er or  between  ministers  or  congregations  ot 
two  or  more  several  Classes.  But  an  existing 
Ciassis  cannot  be  dissolved,  nor  any  pan  ot  it 
united  with  another,  without  its  own  consent. 

Art  3 The  Synod  shall  meet  annually,  at 
such  Time  and  place  as  it  shall  have  appointed 
at  its  last  meeting,  and  shall  be  opened  with 
sermon  by  the  President  ot  the  previous  year 
and  in  his  absence,  by  a minister  appointed  jot 
the  purpose.  It  six  ministers  and  as  m J 
elders,  or  a larger  number,  trom  a majority  o 
- the  'several  Classes,  be  assembled  at  the  ap- 
pointed time  and  place,  they  shall  constitute  s 
Synod,  and  be  authorized  to  transact  business 

Art.  4.  The  Synod  shall  keep  a regular  am 
perspicuous  record  of  its  proceedings,  it  ma] 
adjourn  from  time  to  time,  or  appoint  an  extr« 

meeting. 
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'^Vihe  KSii5“uri Fw%r„  r be, 

»o.icer„r^Lt\p?4T';:nti7 

liess  (o  be  Iransacted  t£h  " fiar!lc,,lar  busi- 
bers  of  Synod  aMeaft  rh,-  6 S"'1° to  ,he  me™- 
»>•  lime  of  sucb  mee,^  "*fto  P™™  to 
:aiied  can  only  be  such°L  "h  meeting  thus 

he  previous  annual  meet“^  ZT "Uled  at 

^™SSS'«Rs«sp 

;d  its  duty.  ’ 'e  ^lassis  tias  neglec- 

e whol/number6  W™*  * h'°-,birds  of 
ial  meeting  of  Tbe  Synod  i?™'  “SuiPS  an‘ 

Ms7f!S.e 

Mac fCC  °^a?end “ e H^the5 Syn  od  *sh a h decJar^ 

- iacf,  and  it  shall  thereupon  be  v?!H  oc  • 
imance  of  the  Church  Tt -h  n +w  r as  aa 

- duty  ofe™,  Chi  It  stall  therefore  be 

tin-n^c  v-  '-‘aSSls>  to  rieciae  upon  such 

after  ft  Tf^f ' ent  at  its  ««t  annual  meet- 
noafter  ft  shall  have  been  proposed  by  the 

h ing  fro  w h ft;  ^ I h e * re ' ° ^ '3  C,?siS  C°nfain 
3rdinanre  2 ” ' th?  reJectlon  of  the  pronos- 

■J-G.nanee  or  amendment  may  be  inferred. 


snch  omission  shall  be  taken  for  an  approval. 
But  if  it  appear  that  a Classis  was  unable  to 

come  to  a decision,  it  shall  not  be  thirds 

takino-  the  number  ol  the  Classes,  and  i 
ol  alAhe  rest  shall  be  sufficient  to  give  validity 
to  the  proposed  ordinance  or  amendmen.. 

Art  9 The  Svnod  shall  annually  choose  a 
President!  and  a Corresponding  Secretary,  who 
shall  be  its  organ  in  all  its  correspondence.  A 
Stated  Clerk,  who  shall  record  its  proceedings 
«rd  suoerintend  their  publication  according  to 
the  oX that  may  be  laid  down  in  the  Lemmata. 
adopted  by  Synod,  shall  also  be  chosen  when 
ever  his  situation  becomes  vacant  by  re9,|n®’ 
non  or  otherwise.  All  credentials  calls  to 
nrofessors,  and  agreements  to  which  the  Synod 
,Ps  a shall  be  signed  by  the  President  and 

Stated  Clerk.  The  latter  shall  subscribe  a 
extracts  from  the  Synodical  records.  He  sha  1 
have  charge  ol  the  records  and  the  seal  of  the 
Synod.  All  the  papers  which  concern  the  Syn- 
od’s correspondence,  shall  be  in  the  charge 
the  Corresponding  Secretary  those  except  l 
which  shall  be  referred  to  either  ol  the  ditte 
ent  Boards  connected  with  the  Synod. 

Art  10.  The  Synodjshall  annually  appoint  i 
Treasurer,  who  shall  take  charge  of  its  fundi 

and  applv  them  according  to  its  direction.  H< 
shall  annually  submit  to  the  Synod  a staten.en 
of  the  funds,  with  all  the  receipts  and  expen 
ditures.  He  shall  pay  out  no  money,  except  n 
obedience  to  a resolution  ol  the  Synod,  or 
permanent  ordinance  of  the  same,  author.*..., 
him  to  do  so. 


\rt  11  The  Synod  shall  give  every  necessr 
ry* attention  to  the  education  ot  indigent  piou 
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young  men /or  the  ministry  and  to  rh*  „ 

cution  of  missionary  labors  hn.h  h,n  T°Se‘ 
and  foreign  field  if=  ™ S.-  ^ ,n  the  home 

^sBsii= 

heir  furtherance.  &t  calcuJated  to  secure 

cSon^'ioIvtt  stV^om^:?,,,0'  Pub’ 

5 proceedings  and  of  the  state  of  thp  p • 0 •*.  ' 

•Obli.ha..nBt.  shall  be  an  u |v°'  “bm&S 
Cnod  for  its  inspection  and  revfsion 

In  ,he  Synodical  meeting  the  offi- 
I.  oriinj  preceding  year  first  take  their  seat 

Prestder„e,abrtilhe  ““U»S  H.II  appoini 
-president  anu  Secretary  pro  tem  After 

77'  lbelhc,edentials  ol  menfbers  are  reedved 

i read,  those  who  are  entitled  to-  a seat  and 
re  recognized,  and  the  names  of  the  dele- 

e?edmnnnStertShand  elderS  °f  each  Classis  arp 
ered  upon  the  minutes.  The  delegates  nf 

responding  Churches  are  then  received  and 

anted  to  seats  by  the  President. 

.tier  these  transactions,  the  President  for  the 
• n.  j ear  is  chosen.  When  he  has  taken  his 
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seat,  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Treasu- 
rer are  elected. 

If  in  the  choice  of  officers,  none  of  the  can- 
didates for  the  same  office  have  a majority  of  all 
the  votes,  the  two  who  may  have  received  the 
largest  number  of  votes  shall  be  again  proposed, 
and  the  election  repeated.  It  neither  of  the 
candidates  obtain  a majority,  the  President  shall 
give  the  casting  vote.  ! 

The  standing  Committees  designated  by  the 
Lemmata,  shall  then  be  appointed.  The  Presi- 
• dent  shall  nominate  .these  Committees,  subject 
to  the  judgment  of  a majority  of  the  Synod. 

If  the  persons  nominated  by  the  President  be. 
not  approved,  the  Synod  or  any  member  may 
propose  others.  Every  committee  shall  consist1 
of  ministers  and  elders. 

After  the  appointment  of  the  Committees,  the 
minutes  of  the  Classes,  letters  and  other  papers 
shall  be  received  and  delivered  to  those  Com- 
mittees to  whose  duties  they  relate.  J 

Upon  this,  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  year,* 
and  those  of  an  extraordinary  meeting,  if  such' 
have  taken  place,  shall  be  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes  to  report 
the  items  of  unfinished  business  occurring  in 
them.  \ 


^Vhen  this  is  disposed  of,  Synod  shall  take! 
up  such  other  business  as  may  claim  its  attention 
in  the  order  designated  in  the  Lemmata.  Thej 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Classical  Minutes, 
and  that  of  the  Committee  on  Overtures  shat 
only  exhibit  those  things  which  claim  the  Syn 
od’s  attention,  either  as  subjects  upon  which  i, 
may  decide,  or  as  considerations  by  which  i 
may  be  guided  in  fanning  a decision  ; and  slial 
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?™S<U,tee’r 

secured  during  the  year  J d'  Wh,ch  have 

7 t xru  t.  h F are  enumerated  : 

limjtes  o /one* or  m ore*  in  fhe 

lent  censure,  either  as  an  inf^’  dat  seems  t° 
institution,  a vio^ion  a" '^’"gement  of  this 

rainst  propriety,  ora  negle^i  oflltty" 

rood  or  °refer°to”?t0reoClaSSeS  re<!uasf  of 

niton,  or  centre  jnS^n'^T'"11  10  il3  a(‘ 
q Wh  fu  re  its  proceedings. 

n;i“vi-SS.t0,lt 

red  io  thHu  63  ta''e  decided  subJ'ae'3  ™- 

%veachaci^  °l  P“rs.ons  'icensed,  or  ordain- 
ufs Tf  all  ' iS  dUn"’  'hB,year-  Als»  «« 

sting yiMch#('1afs,i‘--Cefhef  "’e  ”rXt  annuai 
£‘f  Secretary,  “and ’the6  number  of  copies' 
ie  set™  U h?T^WbiCb  “ haS  dirac,ed 

rtur^sZ'n  ar6p°rt  °f  llTe  Committee  on 

•“  «fce».  and  the  sn^ctX  Xh 

e G^e*  In  3ie  following  order: 

Pe1ition°smaideco0ngrega,io"s  lor  mi"iaiera- 
1 • and  communicaiioRs. 
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1;  LeUereofapology  from  absent  members. 
Art  15  Every  Committee  appointed  to  at- 

under  the  pain  ot  censure. 

Art  16  In  every  morning  session  the  mi 

„tes  of  the  preceding  day  shall  be  read  and 
revised. 


part  THIRD- 


of  DISCIPLISB. 


CHAPTER  1. 


Of  Discipline  in  General* 


Art.  1.  Christian  discipline  is  the  ex  ere  is *e 
of  the  authority  and  the  application  ° 
system  of  laws,  which  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
has  established  in  his  Church,  with  a view  of 
^reserving  its  purity  and  honor,  either  thro  Jg 
the  amendment  or  exclusion  ol  unworthy  mem- 
bers and  ministers.  . . 

Art.  2.  All  Christian  discipline  is  spiritual. 
Nothing  shall  therefore  be  admitted  as  mader 
of  accusation  or  considered  an  offence  which 
cannot  be  proved  to  be  such  from  Scriptuie,  or 
the  regulations  of  the  Church  founded  on  Scnp- 

Art  3 All  baptized  persons  are  members  ofj 
,he  JhurclC  undPer  its  care  and  subject  to  it. 
government  and  discipline^ 

Art  4.  Offences  are  either  private  or  public; 
wiUi  respect  to  each  of  which,  appropriate 
modes  of  proceeding  belong. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Of  Discipline  in  Particular. 

SECTION  I. 


Of  Pri  rate  Offences. 

Art.  1.  Private  offences  are  those  that  are 
mown  only  to  a second  individual  or  at  most  tc 
very  few  persons. 


Art.  2.  IS°  offences  of  this  kind  shall  be 
nought  before  the  judicatories  of  the  Church 
f the  delinquent  give  evidence  of  repentance 
titer  he  has  been  admonished  privatelv  or  in  the 
presence  of  two  or  three  witnesses.  Nor  shall 
be  Church  take  cognizance  of  personal  inju- 
les,  until  the  rule  prescribed  bv  our  Lord  in 
lath.  IS,  15—1/  has  been  observed. 


Art.  3.  Those  who  neglect  taking  these  pre- 
aratory  steps  and  undertake  to  become  accu- 
;rs  or  informers  of  their  brethren,  or  in  any 

; -^KVe  unn.eJcess/ry  publicity  to  their 
IL.5  S5*U  be  considered  as  laying  themselves 
ien  to  the  censure  of  the  Church. 


section  ii. 

Of  Public  Offences. 

Art.  1.  Public  offences  are  those  that  have 
tamed  notoriety,  the  evil  effects  of  which 

ually  cannot  be  removed  but  by  a iudicial 
ocess.  J 


2,'fnWhe,n  \ pLr30n  is  charged  with  an 
k.ind’  ^he  proper  judicatory  is 
tna  to  take  immediate  cognizance  of  "the 

2 


/ 
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matter  when  regularly  brought  before  it,  and 
deal  with  the  offender,  in  case  he  be  found puri- 
ty, after  a careful  investigation  has  taken  place 
as  the  nature  of  the  offence  and  the  purity  and 
honor  of  the  Church  may  require. 

Art  3.  The  following  sins  especially  claim 

the  attention  of  the  Church  ^"nubile 
merit  exclusion:  heresy,  blasphemy,  P 
schism,  perjury,  adultery,  fornication,  theft, 
fraud  lawless  violence,  contentiousness,  mtem- 
£™ce.  falsehood,  filthy  lucre  lascivious  wan- 
ionness  cross  profanation  of  the  Lord  s day, 
Impudent6  scoffing,  cruelty  to  servants,  and 
others  of  similar  character. 

Art.  4,  In  admitting  accusations  against  a 

minister  or  elder,  the  rule  prescribed  in  1 Tim. 

? 19  shall  always  be  observed,  and  accuser, 
mustcome  forward  openly  to  support  the  charge 

Art  5 No  complaints  in  case  of  scanda 
shall  be  heard  unless  presented  within  one  year 
X,  the  crime  is  alleged  to  have  been  commit- 
- ted  except  it  can  be  shewn  that  lnsurmounta* 
ble’difficulties  existed,  which  prevented  i . 


SECTION  HI. 

Of  Process  and  Trial. 

Art.  1.  Process  against  an  individual  may 
be  instituted  before  a judicatory  either  on  the 
,\  croneml.  rumor,  or  by  individual  ac- 


ground  of  general  rumor,  or  byindWua^^ 

fefc.  ItWA-gj 

distinct  statement  in  writing  of  the  charges  pre  j 
ferred. 
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ctaosa  a'le^l'aJcuser  gietDiCr?1  ™mor  « /«** 
cessary,  ° CUSer’  “ 13  ‘"dispensably  ne- 

tS2!  •!  ?Pecify  some  particular  sin  or  sins 

3*  ft  ,!  eJ£,e"3i™'y  circulated  S,“S- 

4 That  if  he  permanent.  and  »ot  transient. 

sumption  ofiU  trXmpamed  With  Strong  P*’ 

accusation  Ifh/i,CH-Vi?g  charSes  °n  individual 

to  satisfy  themseJvts0 th°a7  theVr^  ^ Care 
^LTrAUci^r  by  UD^1Io^Ud  mo^es^* 

ry  must  be ^ffne^bv b^J^ica(o. 
ry,  and  served  on  tS  *hef  President  or  Secreta- 
ten  days  before  th^  tnal tie^oncerned,  at  least 
accused  choii  u-  ’ -t  be  citation  of  the 

the  Chawe  of  rh  KcoaPm'Ki  with  a copv  of 
ne^es  tifat  are  . g6S  and  lhe  name  ofthewit- 

with  a statement  of  tiff  fi  again,st  him’  and  al3» 
stances  of  fho  ™ P^ace  and  circum- 

possible  ‘he  commissI°n  of  the  offence,  if 

aftainst'rf'n^0U^dr^e  fac,s  oi  a crime  alleged 

bounds  of1 the’fhUMhorV?" withoul ‘he 
a memhpr  cnurch  or  CJassis  of  which  he  is 

eit“e,  acno.nt  7”  JUd.'?atory  ™ such  case  may 
lory  m0Te ISf"  r r.e,3uesl  a Mica* 

lesLonf  for  K alffavs  Ua,ed’  ',°  take  tha 
iue  notice  nFthfr’  ?S  £,vlnS  the  accused 
tation  and  in  U,me  and  P'aceofsuch  exami 

1 i s1  o 1 wi^exfu  ip  a U u ^ 3 ^ f / a'd  fs  tfnceSfo  r 

-s7mlnt°hfsfabflt^dateoi°dti 
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to  appear  as  soon  as  the  judicatory  may  deem 
reasonable,  and  if  he  still  refuses  to  comply,  he 
shall  not  only  be  liable'to  censure  for  contuma- 
cy, but  the  judicatory  may  proceed  to  the  in- 
vestigation and  decision  ot  his  case,  as  though 

heAWEe;e7pr  The 'trial  shall  be  lair  and  impartial. 
The  witnesses,  after  being  sworn  or  solemnly 
affirmed,  shall  be  examined  in  the  presence  of 
the  accused,  who  shall  be  permitted  to  cross- 
examine  them.  The  whole  proceedings  of  the 
case  shall  be  accurately  and  fully  recorued,  and 
copies  furnished  to  the  parties,  if  demanded 

8 No  professional  counsel  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  appear  and  plead  in  any  of  °ur  ecclesi- 
astical iudicatories.  But  if  an  accused  person 
feels  himself  incompetent  to  manage  his  own 
cause  he  may  request,  or  the  Presiden  may 
anncdnt  any  minister  or  elder  belonging  to  the 
German  Reformed  Church,  to  act  as  his  coun- 

S6*a-rt  9 To  establish  a charge  against  any 

- member  of  the  Church,  especially  agains  an 

elder  or  minister,  the  testimony  of  at  least  two 
wUnesseT is  required.  In  cases,  however  m 
which  an  individual  is  accused  of  a repetition 
Tf  the  same  or  a similar  offence,  the  testimony 
of  one  witness  for  each  occasion  of  the  act,  may 

be A^T 'ir Vhfeompetency  or  credibility  of 
, raa,  be  effected  by  his  minority,  bis 

^ntoi  knmoJledge  of  the 

pd  his  near  relationship  to  the  parties  concern 
ed'  bv  infamy  or  malignity  of  character,  and  by 
a variety  of  other  circumstances  too  numerous 
to  detail  each  ot  which  may  form  a ground  °J 
challenge  by  either  party,  and  invalidate  and 
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sometimes  destroy  the  testimony  of  a witness  m 
the  opinion  of  a judicatory.  * 

Art-.  11.  If  an  elder  or  deacon  commit  an 
ffence  which  brings  dishonor  upon  the  Church 
or  is  punishable  by  the  civil  Jaw,  the  elder  or 
deacon  shall,  upon  trial  and  conviction  be  im 

sWorv  Vfe,h0Vff  f'T  his  office  by  tbe  Con- 
siatory.  If  the  offender  be  a minister  t he 

sutory  shall  prevent  him  from  further’ prosecT- 

trildbv'the  Pi"3!  fllnctions  ancl  refer  him  to  be 
med  by  the  Classis  as  soon  as  possible  The 

aPtru,:i  ‘ngS,°fth,e  Consislory  inPsuch  cases  are 
triaf  bE  ’ at“d  a'f  "0t  t0  be  ““iiered  as  a 
n„o,b  tn  y a [,ri"!e,lt  interference  and  bind- 

Lif  peer's!  fi«  “•“««  'he  judgment  of 

isifrRIn  ii.i //an  111  report  concerning  the  min- 
ster,  an  eider,  or  a deacon  be  in  circulation 
the  Consistory  shall  institute  an  SIS? 

the  nSr  ^ and  proceed  in  the  case  subject  to 
IssTrXT  °nhi3  Constifntion,  as  theater. 
^ay  requirf  n and  J^ice  Jo  the  individual 

erARthl  1?i'i  If  ?uch  1,1  report  concern  the  minis- 

heir  own  hoflt,S,  ShaH  appoint  a committe2“f 
?a rtinTtA  dy  t0  inV€st,gate  the  case,  without 
^ re(luested  by  the  Consistory  But 
t tbey  discover  that  the  Consistory  is  alreadV 

ts^mquiry.110  ,tf  they  ShaH  await  the  result  of 

Art.  14.  Members  of  the  Church  who  obsti. 
ately  reject  the  admonitions  of  the  Consistorv 
pon  being  convicted  of  an  offence  or  whoS 

SrfCffr,  °f  PUbliC  to 

'Tfi/r  th  the  pommunion  of  the  Church 
! after  th.s  suspension  and  repeated  admoniJ 
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tions,  they  still  give  no  evidence  of  repentance, 

they  shall  be  excommunicated. 

Art.  15.  The  Consistory  power  °f 

suspending  from  the  communion  of  the  Church  , 
but  if  they  should  neglect  to  convene  at  the  time 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  after  being  duIy  “ot  l* 
fied,  the  minister  may  sit  alone  as  a court  to  t y 
an  individual  and  on  finding  him  gm  y P " 
nounce  the  same  sentence.  An  act  of  excom- 
munication or  expulsion  from  the  Church,  - 
quires  the  consent  of  the  congregation,  whether 
it  be  given  expressly  or  tacitly. 

Art.  16.  Those  who  are  suspended  from  the 
communion  of  the  Church,  but  are  not  excom- 
municated, shall  be  treated,  not  as  enemies,  but 
as  erring  brethren,  and  shall  be  admonished  as 
such,  agreeably  to  the  apostolic  direction.  2 
Thes.  3.  6-15.  But  if  this  exclusion,  and  the 
admonitions  connected  with  it,  have  been  in- 
effectual and  excommunication  has  succeeded, 
those  who  are  thus  separated  from  the  Church, 
shall  be  esteemed  as  the  pious  Jews  esteemed 
Heathens  and  PuWicans  ; no  intercourse  shall 
be  held  with  them.  See  Math.  IS.  15-27. 

Art.  17.  If  an  offence  be  so  gross,  that  for- 
bearance would  bring  dishonor  upon  the  religion 
of  Jesus,  and  be  a cause  of  scandal  m the 
Church,  the  Consistory  shall  immediately  upon 
thereon  viction  of  the  offender,  separate  him  from 
the  Church,  and  put  away  the  evil  from  it, 
agreeably  to  St.  Paul’s  direction,  1 Cor.  5.  1-13. 

SArt.  18.  Suspension  from  the  Church  may 
or  may  not  be  published  to  the  congregation  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Copsistory,  ^ut  sentence 
of  excommunication  against  an  offender,  sha 
always  be  publicly  pronounced. 
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Art.  19.  If  a reputed  church-member  have 
committed  no  crime  which  would  seem  to  merit 
suspension  or  excommunication,  but  neglect  to 
perform  the  duties  of  a member,  such  omission 
may  be  construed  into  a relinquishment  of  his 
membership  ; and  his  name  accordingly,  may 
be  erased  from  the  church-register,  if  after  ad- 
monition by  the  Consistory,  no  reformation  has 
taken  place. 

SECTION  IV. 

Restoration  of  the  Penitent. 

Art.  1.  Suspended  members,  who  give  salis- 
mcmry  proofs  of  genuine  repentance  and  amend- 
ment, can  be  re-instated,  after  a reasonable  time 
of  probation,  if  they  apply  for  the  purpose  to 
the  minister  or  the  Consistory.  1 

The  time  of  probation  shall  be  longer  or  shor- 
ter in  proportion  to  the  reason  there  may  be  for 
more  or  less  hesitation  respecting  the  genuine- 
ness of  the  person’s  repentance  and  amendment 

Art.  2.  Excommunicated  persons  who  awake 

to  repentance,  may  be  restored  by  the  same 
authority  that  excommunicated  them,  provided 
hey  not  only  give  signs  of  sincerity  manifest 
to  the  whole  congregation,  but  also  openly  in 
the  presence  of  the  congregation,  acknowledge 
their  guilt,  profess  contrition,  and  promise 
through  divine  grace  assisting  them,  in  future 
to  be  more  humble,  circumspect  and  watchful. 

Art.  3.  A minister,  elder  or  deacon,  who  has 
been  deposed  from  office,  may  be  re-instated  in 
it,  upon  repentance  and  refoimation.  Such  re- 
s ora  ion  to  office,  shall  take  place  only  under 
ine  cognizance  of  the  judicatory  by  which  the 
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individual  was  deposed,  and  then  ndt  until  the 
evidences  of  the  genuineness  of  his  repentance 
and  reformation  are  most  unequivocal  and  a 
sufficient  time  has  elapsed  to  show  fully  that 
they  are  not  deceptious.  The  observance  of 
this  rule  is  particularly  important  in  reference 
to  a minister  of  the  word,  because  he  ought  to 
be  eminent  above  all  men  in  purity  and  godli- 
ness; and  in  such  case,  it  is  necessary  that  it 
be  approved  by  Synod,  before  it  be  conclusive 
and  final. 

A minister,  who  has  been  deposed  for  the  sin 
of  adultery  or  fornication,  or  for  any  offence 
that  affixes  a public  scandal  to  the  character 
which  no  after  repentance  can  remove,  ought 
not  ordinarily  to  be  restored  to  the  ministry.  In 
extraordinary  cases,  however,  where  the  evi- 
dence of  repentance  is  unequivocal,  and  the  de- 
mand for  re*storation  comes  from  the  congrega- 
tion in  which  the  individual  resided  at  the  time 
of  his  deposition,  the  Classis  may  take  the  ap- 
plication for  restoration  into  consideration,  and 
- if  sustained  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  pres- 
ent and  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  Synod,  then 
and  not  till  then,  shall  restoration  take  place. 


PART  FOURTH. 

CUSTOMS  AND  USAGES. 

Art.  1.  The  children  of  communicating  mem- 
bers shall  be  received  into  the  Church  by  bap- 
tism. Those  are  acknowledged  as  communi- 
cating members,  who,  having  received  confir- 
mation, or  been  admitted  on  certificate  fiom  de- 
nominations  in  regular  Correspondence  will 
Synod,  have  not  since  been  excluded  from  tns 
communion  of  the  Lord’s  supper. 
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A child  may  be  baptized,  if  one  of  its  narenfa 

Ihem“e“ucTC,?itmS  ‘?ember;  b“‘  if  neither  of 
‘ A®  bl*cb,  14  must  remain,  for  the  nresenf 
unbaptized,  agreeably,  to  1 Cor.  7,  14.  ^ ' 

t:JraRT‘?‘.  BaPtism  may  be  administered  at  anv 

SeTtf : b“/  --fc-ir 

solemn  and  holy  manner,  and  (0^™ pilose 

W°rShip  i“  ,he SKI 

tism"^'  bnt  i?h2SOrS  m.ay  be  Emitted  in  bap- 

X’f.  7sZnZtZ  ^TesZTah 

solemnly^s  in  the^^esence  of  God ' “V?  ^ 
shall  beamed  not 

StEr“iisome.chrti- cbi-b  No“h' 

prfvent  nerson,  6 *h  0 ,be  80  cons*rued  as  to 

•&„££“ 

knowledge  of  its  truth  and  power  lut'ii'he 
discover  deficiencies  in  these  resort,  n ku 
direct  them  to  attend  the  usual  catechetr 
structions,  and  ’shall  aftelards  p ocelt  » 
a ton  to  them  as  with  catechumen.  If lu' 
towever,  be  impracticable,  he  shall  in  Am  * 
s^ay  suitably  instruct  and  exhort  them  rr  f?  me 
notwithstanding,  still  continue  ignorant  or  with’ 

>ut  a genuine  sense  of  reliVinn  ci  i?  ll- 
!uty  to  refer  them  M e ^ 4 ’ ll  shall  be  his 
y lu  rejer  inem  to  some  future  time 
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ence  of  a worshipping  assembly.  They  do  not 
afterwards  need  the  lite  of  confirmation  separ- 
ately, but  the  minister  shall,  immediately  after 
•their  baptism,  lay  his  hands  upon  them  and 
pronounce  the  benediction,  thus  uniting  the  rites 
of  confirmation  and  baptism.  ...  ... 

Art.  6.  Before  an  adult  is  baptized,  he  shall 
conscientiously,  in  the  presence  of  the  assembly 
and  before  God,  answer  in  the  affirmative  to  the 
following  interrogatories  : 

1.  Do  you  believe,  that  the  Holy  Scriptures 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  are  divinely 
inspired  Scriptures,  have  divine  authority,  and 
are  the  perfect  and  only  rule  of  faith  and  life  . 

2.  Do  you  believe  that  tWfe  doctrine,  which  is 
received  and  publicly  professed  in  the  German 
Reformed  Church  and  embodied  in  the  Heidel- 
bergh  Catechism,  is  truly  the  doctrine  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures;  and  will  you  live  agreeably 
to  it,  adorn  it  in  all  things,  and  demean  yourself 
as  a true  follower  of  Jesus  Christ? 

3.  Will  you  at  all  times  submit  to  the  rules  of 
- order  and  discipline  in  the  German  Reformed 

Church,  and  confirm  them  by  your  obedience, 
as  it  is  meet  for  a follower  of  Jesus  Christ? 

4.  True  faith,  in  the  language  of  our  Cate- 
chism, is  not  only  a certain  knowledge  by  which 
we  hold  for  truth  all  that  God  has  revealed  to  us 
in  his  w7ord,  but  also  an  assured  confidence, 
which  the  Holy  Ghost  works  by  the  Gospel  in 
our  hearts,  that  not  only  to  others,  but  to  us  also 
forgiveness  of  sins,  everlasting  righteousness 
and  salvation  are  freely  given,  by  God,  merely 
of  grace,  only  for  the  sake  of  Christ’s  merits. 
Do  you  sincerely  profess  that  all  this  is  your 
faith  ? 
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Art1.  7.  Every  minister  shall  give  <meci»l  af 

ST£  Zt  *cZli  <¥,; 

Lord,  ,ab|e  with  just  A«Jr. 

Jessed*  In1! h 6 ^le.idelb.e'’gh  Catechism  shall 
f,Use{  ?"  the  instruction  of  the  youth  No 
)ther  shall  be  employed  which  has  not  previous- 

hebSynoadPPr°Ved  Md  appointed  to  th£t  use  by 
Art.  9.  The  members  of  the  Consign™ 
'fc"lar'y  e'de.s,  as  shepherds  and  oversee^ 
f the  flock,  shall  be  present  at  the  catechetical 
struct, ons,  as  often  as  it  may  be  practicatde 
r ttle  Purpose  of  observing  the  deportment  of 
,5“'  “-  **■*  uoquairdance 

JaliAcations,  shall  upo^fppir/ation,  be^admU- 
d to  the  communion  of  the  Church  by  the  rite 
confirmation  according  to  the  mode  pre- 
ribed  in  the  Liturgy  adopted  by  Synod  an- 
gering in  the  affirmative  to  the  interrogatories 
oposed  in  the  baptism  of  adults.  S 

Art.  11.  Before  a confirmation,  the  minister 
all,  in  the  presence  of  the  elders,  diligently 
amme  whether  the  applicants  for  admlssi™ 

nh/,h0n!mU,ni0n  0f  the  Ch“rch,  rightly  under- 
nd  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  Christian 
igion  ; and  whether  they  manifest  their  p™c" 

n0I  flnence\and  PurP°se  t0  lead  a pious  life, 
ose  who  continue  ignorant  of  these  doctrines 
betray  a want  of  genuine  feeling,  and  do  not 
honze  a reasonable  hope  that  they  will  adorn  ’ 
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their  profession,  shall  he  precluded  from  con- 

“ni2.  Members  of  the  Church  removing 
from  the  bounds  of  one  congregation  to  those  ot 
another,  shall  obtain  a certificate  of  membersh  p 
and  dismission,  and  connect  themselves  at  the 
earliest  opportunity,  with  the  jongregation  to 
whose  bounds  they  remove,  and  it  shaU  be  the 
duty  of  the  Consistory  to  which  they  thus  mah 
application,  to  receive  them  unless  they  have 
good  grounds  to  believe  that  the  applicant  is 
unworthy  of  Christian  fellowship,  in  which 
case  they  shall  return  the  certificate  to  the  con- 
greoation  from  which  it  has  been  obtained,  a “ 

companying  it  with  a specific  statement  ot  their 

objections  to  the-  Christian  character  of  the  in- 
dividual and  the  grounds  of  those  objections  ^ so 
that  a proper  investigation  may  be  instituted. 
Such  certificate  shall  in  no  case  oe  valid,  if  it 
be  more  than  a year  old,  except  where  there  has 
been  no  opportunity  of  presenting  it  to  the  Con- 
sistory. The  connection  of  a dismissed  mem- 
ber with  the  congregation  dismissing  him,  does 
not  cease  until  he  is  received  into  connection 
by  another.  # . 

Art.  13.  Members  from  sister  denominations 
in  regular  correspondence  with  Synod,  may  be 
received  into  the  membership  of  the  Church  by 
any  congregation,  upon  their  presenting  o 
Consistory  a regular  certificate  of  church-mem> 
bership  and  dismission. 

Art.  14.  The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Sup 
per  shall  be  administered  in  every  congregatmi 
where  it  is  practicable  twice  a year  and  oltenei 
* r • i o n in  Qjich  mzinncr  &s  CftCl 


wnere  it  is  prauucauic  ~ j — 

if  it  be  expedient,  and  in  such  manner  as  eacl 

congregation  may  think  most  conducive  to  thei 
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S“ntefoTm°on|’adrid:d  'i16  essen,ial 

gy  be  retained  adm‘«istration  in  the  Litur. 

P1  b‘  t 

have  been  reo-nlar'V.^l  .urch-  If  any  who 

by  disease  o/the  infirm^ot*^  T prevented 
ing  at  church  rhY,  ° ty  ^ a£e  from  attend- 

elements  in  any  otherYlacp61^^  consecrate<I 
Lord’s  Supperfc  celebrated hvth*  &"7  When  the 
They  may  receive  Lm  in  rhythe  con^ation. 

tom  ary  among  the  priasiti^Ch^r88  W3S  CUS’ 

;=.3hafi„°,tt;K-UId^ 

^eSd  iSlhT".:  Shf ' 

? ztiz  z »«r  «i 

re  one  body,  as  Paul  observes', “i"^  "jo  'P 

tcramenftoThe  sick°who^h  admin‘f  ri"S  ><*« 
r communicants  ?{",&'•  “ b«l»  "go- 
debrated  in  the  church  Jo  •*  1 1S  no^ 

)th  in  the  New  Testament  Wl  ,h?ut  examPle, 

nt  as  such  upon  the  sick-  y’  n°-r  ,ncULG’ 
liberlv  to  , 

ivichon,ln  16  0n  t0  agr«eabJjr  to  his  own 
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ART  17.  None  but  the  regular  ®«“be"  ®f 
♦ho  rhurch  shall  be  admitted  to  the  communion 
thr  fho  T ord’s  Supper,  Communicating  mem- 
of  the  Lor  PP  greKations  and  of  sister 

bers  ot  neighboiin^cpngregd  doctrine9 

defrGorcrw»ntood1?a„di„g  in  their 
ow  ecnlFe^Tons,  may  Be  permitted  to  unrto 
ho  observance  of  the  Lord’s  Supper 
Iet  18  NO  minister  shall  admit  to  the  seal- 
- A a-  ! i nf  the  Church  under  any  circum- 
stances^any  member  of  a neighboring  congre- 
gatton  who  has  irregularly  withdrawn  hrmseli 

"S  iTno  mSer  of  the  Gospel  shall  ac 
A.RT-  Lnt  for  his  services  in  baptizing  oi 

administering  the  Lord’s  SuPPeranJAts0a 

from  hh  congregation  an'Tdequate  support  fo:;« 
Sell  and  Slalily.  Whoever  refuses.tocon^ 

withholds' t°he  laborer’s °hire.  ’ Buthe  musj 

give  Vm^cenary^characteHo^isoffic'^pd  i 

fonearlnce  of  a traffic  to  his  religious  min.str 

hr^^tL^^asth.!* 

were  followers  of  Christ. 

For  funeral  services  he  is  permitted  ] 

the  compensation  which  is  °«ere^  ^ hl“>  j i 

f USe  “ iSh"S\^ryC°?fon  1h7  aeVounl!  1' 
infrequently  smaller  than  it  would  otherwl 

S^Ster.off 

Gospel  usually  receives  but  little,  while  his  co 
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n.D*Pr°eZ m°!,g,(lhaftahisnfncbelie',e  ,th<S  COnt,a' 

«duce  bis  salary,  though  he  bf  »l'S  fgC’ 

^ Ha"  therefore Tc‘ ’ °f  3ub^»«  * 
gations  to  give  (heir  mTn?^6^  to  the  congre- 

ry,  and  (0  let  all  his  particu?»  3n  -a^e<iuate  sala- 
gratuitous.  partlcuiar  ministrations  be 

s o i etnn i z i'ng ^ o f "m  arriages!  D°  rafere”c‘!  lo  fhe 

rytTan  eLuu„P7«ncXu7nip  of ‘he 
reading  the  word,  preach^  ”ns"*’  prayer- 
livering  a lecture  ani  ^ cn,ng  a sermon  or  de- 
diction.  “ and  Pronouncing  the  Bene- 

ngs  during Fthe' week”!'?;  an<i  pnyer  meet, 
oust  be  regarded  wherever  practicable 

ances.  S med  33  '“Porlant  religious  obser- 

4"'  Soddn  paWici0w„°rshPSa'mtl0r 
eformed  churches,  except  ^ 'h  theGerman 
’Proved  and  recotnntendTd  by"  tSe  Sy„^  been 


-J  wav. 

Rules  ““'1  Amendment,. 

1 T-hrs  • . 


i-reof  c e r Mfie^l°b if  t h S fa  f erf ^ 0 r exa  c t copies 
Mings  of  Svnotf  or  o he  ,°f  a!i  Pr°* 

|i  all  other  documents  tiff  severaI  CIass™, 
relation  to  the Tsforl s’ or  PaPers'hav: 
oied  Church  in  America  [h»U  ?erman  Re" 

1 UP  for  preservation  in  a be  carefoiiy 
galled  “The  Archives  of  (he  "r031^7’ ^ 

ri wAtes 
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or  paper  shall  he  , r.cenae  previously 

"t  srjfisssj : 

deposits  in  the  ‘ jnt0  his  possession  by 

or  papers,  «S  shall  come  mto  ms  p.^  ArUele  9> 

virtue  of  ^is  ofiice,  P 0f  this  Con- 

Section  III,  n^lso  procure  all  the  docu- 

stitution  ; and  he  shall  alsop^  have  been 

re fe r r e d ^ y6  Sy no d^to  any  ° pres  °rv atton* 

saasnsJun-J—^ 

AABTe2.  Synod  stall 

snch  rules  and  regulations  as  m y utaUon 

lions  or  resold es  of  ke(i  and  abrogated. 

CTkt  “i1  °TbiSs  constitution  shall  $ *f‘«£ 

thirds  oftSf lynorwith  tie  concurrrence  o 
two-thirds  of  the  Classes. 


